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BLACK COCKATOOS 
Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [6.21 pm]: I rise today to speak about Western Australia’s 
iconic black cockatoos. I am sure that all members agree we are very lucky to share our home with these iconic 
species, but all three species of black cockatoos are threatened. Their numbers have fallen drastically and they 
face the risk of becoming extinct without strong action being taken to protect their habitat. There are three species: 
the Carnaby’s black-cockatoo, the noomglark; the Baudin’s black-cockatoo, the ngolak; and the forest red-tailed 
black-cockatoo, the karrak. All three species are under pressure and facing extinction unless we change what we 
are doing. Of course, there is good news. I note the government’s very important move to end the logging of native 
forests by the end of 2024, which will be an important step towards protecting these species. But there is still thinning, 
mining, clearing and, of course, the drying climate and inappropriate fire management practices that are depleting 
their food sources and habitat, especially the old trees with large hollows in them that they need for breeding. This 
has forced many of these birds to rely on gardens or plantations. 
I want to focus in particular on the Carnaby’s, which are reliant on the Gnangara pine plantation for half their food. 
I do not know whether people realise this, but over the next two years the remaining part of that plantation will be 
chopped down and that could result in a mass starvation event for the Carnaby’s black-cockatoos. I suspect that 
I am not the only one in this chamber who has received many letters asking for something to happen on this issue. 
Less than 5 000 hectares of the plantation is left and it provides food for the cockatoos. A survey done in 2019 found 
that 70 per cent of roosting sites for Carnaby’s are in the plantation as well. If the remaining 5 000 hectares is cut 
down, the best scientific modelling has suggested that that will result in a 56 per cent decline in the population of 
Carnaby’s. Remember, the numbers have declined by 50 per cent, so, in fact, as we do this, it is going to knowingly 
push an endangered species towards extinction. The fair question to ask is: why are Carnaby’s reliant on pines when 
they are not native trees? They rely on pines but they are designed to eat gum trees and banksia. Perth is the longest 
city in the world and we have done a good job of bulldozing our way up and down the coast. A lot of the banksia 
species and other native plants that cockatoos rely on have become rarer and rarer. The pine plantations, which 
were planted in 1926, became by the mid-1930s a key source of food for these species; in fact, one that they now 
deeply rely on both in terms of food and roosts, and one that will see the Forest Products Commission harvest the 
last of these in the next two to three years. 
We knew this was coming a long time ago. In fact, a series of plans have been put in place to deal with this. There 
is a very good recovery plan for the Carnaby’s cockatoo. It lays out the objectives, success criteria and what we 
need do. It started in 2012 and was to run to 2023, and it suggested what was needed to be done for the long-term 
recovery for these species. But none of the actions has been implemented. During budget estimates I asked the 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions questions on this matter. It said that it measured the 
success of the plans by measuring the proportion of critically endangered and endangered ecological communities. 
It has a plan, but we do not know whether it is actually implementing the plan because its key performance indicators 
are based on whether it has a plan. There is no point in the department having a plan if it is not implementing it, 
but that is exactly what we are doing. We are not resourcing, monitoring or reporting on the success of these plans; 
therefore, the recovery plans are pretty ineffectual. 
There is also the strategic assessment of Western Australia’s Perth and Peel regions, known as SAPPR. People might 
remember it as the green growth plan. Although the conservation community did not largely love that, it had some 
commitments for managing those pines as a foraging resource for the Carnaby’s black-cockatoos. Tens of millions of 
dollars has been spent on that plan over many, many years, under multiple governments, and it has been shelved 
indefinitely as we focus on COVID-19. The frustration, of course, is that COVID has stopped some of the plan 
coming into place, especially around planting of trees. Some of the key elements of it would have met some of the 
needs for the cockatoos, but it will not stop the other trees being cut down. The conservationists who were initially 
concerned about SAPPR are asking that it be reinstated and implemented, because we are at a desperate point in 
protecting the Carnaby’s black-cockatoo. 
As I said, I have been getting a lot of correspondence on this, not from unrealistic tree huggers, but people who 
are pointing to reports by the CSIRO and the department of parks and wildlife, which on its modelling has predicted 
a 56 per cent decline if the pines are taken out without food replacement. There is no food replacement plan. At 
the current rate of planting, it will take 750 years to replace those pines. We need to get cracking on this if we are 
serious about saving this iconic species—a species that when we rightly celebrated the Beeliar wetlands was front 
and centre of the government’s promotion of the good work that was done in this space. We are actually in danger 
of seeing the extinction of these species. 
Despite peer review reports, despite the best evidence from experts, despite knowing that we have not planted 
adequate trees and despite the knowledge that continuing with the harvesting of the pine plantation means that these 
iconic birds will starve—despite that—the harvest of the pine plantation will continue over the coming years. Of 
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course, there is a housing boom, a timber supply agreement through a state agreement and a resource shortage. We need 
an alternative. We need some way forward on this, otherwise the Carnaby’s black-cockatoos will begin to starve on 
our watch and an entire species will be threatened with extinction—a species that is found nowhere else on the planet. 
I raise this matter today because on Tuesday there will be a major rally on this very issue outside Parliament House. 
It will be focused on the three species of black-cockatoo and asking the Parliament to do a range of things. I will 
mention some of them, but not all of them. They want us to set targets to expand forests and woodlands. They 
want us to stop the expansion of bauxite mining in native forests, save the remaining banksia woodlands on the 
coastal plain and the woodlands in the wheatbelt and to stop clearing the Gnangara pine plantation until the banksia 
woodland is restored. They want to encourage the public and local government to plant black-cockatoo food trees. 
This is a call from the community for this government and for us in this Parliament to act for this iconic species. 
The rally will be on the very memorable 22 February 2022 at Parliament House. I will join the rally and I encourage 
everyone in this place to also join. Thank you. 
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